Communication methodologies: options for families.
When parents are told their child has a hearing loss they not only have to cope with the loss, they must also decide which communication and educational option is best for them. The purpose of this article is to discuss the different communication modalities available for hearing-impaired children. Whether parents choose auditory/oral, sign language, or cued speech they must be committed to the chosen modality. It is important that families are presented with all the communication options available in an unbiased manner. Parents need to research each option carefully and decide which is best, not only for the child, but also for the entire family.